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Tuberculosis (TB) 
Grant County Health District 

       2010 a year in review.  

 
Active Tuberculosis (TB) is a disease caused by bacteria that are spread from person to person 
through the air. TB usually affects the lungs, but it can also affect other parts of the body, such as 
the brain, the kidneys, or the spine. TB is treatable. 
 

 

Grant County 
967 staff hours and $81,000 were spent on 

investigating and managing active TB. 

 
Washington State 

 239 new cases of TB were reported.  
 

0 deaths in 2010 and 3 deaths in 2009 
75 years ago there were 1,000 deaths. 

 

It is estimated each case will cost  
over $10,000 to treat and cure. 

 
World 

TB is a treatable disease yet it  
causes 5,000 deaths per day. 

 Grant County responsibly met and continues to fully meet its 
Washington State law obligations to fund control and 
prevention of TB. 

 

 In 2010, public health nurses, bilingual and other outreach/ 
support staff averaged 53 hours per week working in the Grant 
County Health District’s Tuberculosis Control Program. 

 

 12 suspect TB patients were investigated. Five received 
treatment; one was determined to have infectious TB.  

 

 Foreign born residents remain at greatest risk for developing 
TB, accounting for nearly 75% of all cases. 

 

 In Washington State, drug resistant TB is also increasing, with 
25 cases reported last year. 
 

 It is estimated to cost over $100,000 per case to cure a patient 
with multi-drug resistant TB disease. 

 

 
LTBI (latent tuberculosis infection) occurs when a patient has been infected with TB, but has not 
developed active TB disease. A patient with LTBI is not infectious. They are often prescribed 
treatment to prevent them from developing TB disease. 
 

 

Grant County 
1,797 staff hours were 

 spent on latent TB. 
 

World 
1 in 10 patients with LTBI 
Will develop the disease. 

 

 

 Grant County Health District is collaborating with the medical 
community to manage the treatment of patients with LTBI. 

 

 142 patients were evaluated by Health District for LTBI. 
 

 91 patients were referred to healthcare providers for LTBI 
treatment. 
 

 A person with LTBI has no symptoms and is only diagnosed by 
a skin or blood test and a chest x-ray. 

 
 
 
 
Get informed about TB by visiting these web sites.  
 
Washington State Department of Health: www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/TB/default.htm  
 

United States Center for Disease Control and Prevention: www.cdc.gov/tb  
 

World Health Organization: www.who.int/topics/tuberculosis/en 

 

Did you know? 

1 in every 3 people worldwide carries the 

bacteria that causes TB. 

 

http://www.doh.wa.gov/cfh/TB/default.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/tb
http://www.who.int/topics/tuberculosis/en
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