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Medical center
seeks phyS|C|an

to replace ER chlef

‘ By DOUG FLANAGAN |
L {’o._s't Register Writer

© Qiidey “Valley Medical -

Gentepds i thé process of 48+
'{r temp“ung to bring -a physwian
“on board who will perform a !

large majority of the dutjes
corrently being completed: by

chief of emergency medlclne

" Peter Himmel. ‘,
- Himmel is leaving the medi-

-cal centerin June to pursue board

. certificationin emergency medi-
cation in Grand Rapids, Mich.

_Chief Operating Officer
Mehdi Meired told the Grant

County Public Hospital District

No. 2 board of commissioners at

their meeting Tuesday, April 28
.that fie medical center is goifig :

to try to buy:out the contract

. of Dr. Eric ‘Harrington, who ~
. is currently working for Vista -
Recrultmg Agency.

" Merred said the buyout w111 .

cost $28,000, and he will offer

Harrington a one-year contract |

- asan independent contraetor of -
- the medical ceriter. Harrington -
. hasworked at the medical center

per month .in the emérgency :

= '.severaltxmesmthe pastthrough |
~ Vista. ‘
Merred said his plan is for !
Harrington to work 84, hours v

* -room and clinic and} ‘take a

. large ma]orlty of H;mmel s
i responsibilities, which will be

divided between several other -
employees who are capable of

assisting in’ emergency room .
coverage ’

5 -thmgs for him to dp y 1%
" said. “He’libe Justmorethana =

. “There will be plenty of

ER doctor. Inmy proposal to Dr. B

- Harrington, I told him that I'd-
‘like him to see clinic patients, .

do some peer review of X-rays: 3
andlabs, workon the ambulance-
quahty assurance program, as-
sistin, scheduling and be a partof
themonthly physman—to -physi-

. cian rev1ew pIOCCSS

Medical staff coordinator

. Glenda Bishop spoke highly. -

of Harrington’s abilities at the .
‘board meeting.

“He wasinthe ER last week-
end, and the nursing staff really -
appremated ‘working with him,
and Dr. Himmel appreciates

. his clinical skllls,” she said,

“He came here last summer, at
“the height of the concert season, .

- with a high volume of patlents
ancLhe sailed right through. Alot
of éxeople were complimentary
ut his work. He seemed to
be (unfazed) about what he was .
| seeing.
“He’sa known ent1ty If you
. start bnnglng inagency doctors,
sometimes you win and some:
“times you don’t.” :
Merred said a fmal contraet

.- has yet to be negotiated, anglg ’
there’s no set starting date for.:

Harrington, but he hopes to'"
finish the.process as soon as';

N poss1ble

“We’dhketomoveaheadw1th
him, lthe sooner ‘the better,” he *
sa1d “We put a contract proposal

 outthatsounded presentable, and '

nothing abnormal jumped out at

~ him. We just want to get this final- .-
“ized. We’re confident about his:

skills, and want the commumty
to know that we hope to have a -
qualxﬁed board-certified phys1-
cian replacing Dr. Himmel.”




